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Thou sent'st to me a heart was crowned;
I took it to be thine,

But when I saw it had a wound
I knew that heart was mine.

A bounty of a strange conceit!
To send mine own to me.

And send it tn a worse » state
Than when it came to tln-'.
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Candid confession is not only good for
soul.it soiiietiiiies servos tho useful purpose
-etting the thoughts of other men on their o

tesettlng sins. Some years ago Mr. <". S. Str

t-oncluded a story with these words: "Up ata
v.as a dead woman on a bed, with what 1

'ecmed a smlle upon lier lips." He thoughl
n bonny eliinax then, but lie has cliangrrl
mind and would not to-day indulge in any si

<ynie.il sentimontality as that with which.
gather, the story in question hrims over. W
not? Because, as he points out in a divorf
little paper on "Sentiment and Feellng,"
passage of time makefl a diflorence. "Hav
had my share of tiiought and foeling in tho
iarval," he says, "I find the probable emot
. f the man in the story too painful to ______

and dissect I can realize it more acutcly, n

I turn away from iL Then I had no niisgivi
It [tbe dreary motive of the tale] secme
rather fatuonsly perbaps.a good idea, anc

eet myself quite cheerfully to imagine wl
tbe man would have felt and to describe it
the best phrases at my command." All noi

to Mr. Street for his frank admission of
1.1 rnistake! But be goes further and puts

tinger on the cause.oven more potent tb
flat inexperience.of so much of the fool
.iooni in eonlemporary fiction. "It is polit
he reinarks, "but it is not reasonable to assu

t!:at all these writers are enthusiasts for o

II i.s probable, even certain, that in some

them imaginative sympathy is blunt." Ther
the rub! It is because our depressing writ
bave no real sympathy for the woes of th
nuppets that they rob a tragic theme of all
dignity, that they snbstitute sentimentality
feeling, and make solemn things merely c
tastefuL

Every auction season in London brings <

.he same melancholy declaration, "We are

ing r.ndone by our TTansatlantic cousins!"
is too bad, no doubt, but for the life of us

c-snnot tinderstand why the world's treasu:
i" lite-rature and art should not be preserv<

in part, on tbese shores as well as in Englai
nor can we see why our Transatlantic cous
.'<> not defend their possessions against us
ihe natural means available. The other <3
four lirst folios of Shakespeare's plays wi

put up at Sotheby's and roalize.l $50,000. Tt
went to an American coileetor, whereupon
Manchester paper remarks that "the anioi

-aent by the government annually on pi.tui
and otlier works of art is as nothing wL
compared with tlie unliuiited purses of Anu
c.in inilliouaires, and it is therefore evidi
that tbe only course that remalns open, if j
vate literary and art treasures are to be
tained in this country, is legislation." To wh
< ne feel_ inclined to retort, "Fiddlesticks!"' 'I
action of the Italian Government is quoted
.upport of the argument, but no comparison
-.ossible between the two countrios. Vast f
tunes are practlcally unknown In Italy, 1
Great Britaln aboumls in wealthy land own.
rewers, manufacturers, flnanciera and Soi

African and otlier inilliouaires.

I! is amnsing to watch Mr. Swlnburne's c
fcal oiintrymen at the thorny task of apprt
ing "I.ovo's Cross Currents" with justice, a
al the same time with a proper sense of
i'-p.- t <lue to his rank a.s a poet and a veter
;:<iiiu* of them succeed, but others "slop ov.
llie reviewer of "The Athenoeum" is wonder
< n the subject Mr. Watts-Dunton, to wh
the book is dedicated, retired from that jour
aoi [ong ago, but be left behind bim e-qua
iiious upbolders of ihe Swinburnian tradltl
ls tbe ivsiii-roction of the "buried bantling"
,'oea;edV Then, says he, you have merely

observe that it was not buried in manuscrj
hut in "The Tatler," and therefore "the qu
lion comes to an end." Have we any critJ
doubts? "With regard to the merits or demei
of tbe book, any critic who should say tliat

rary quality is not of a high order ought
nce to abandon his profession." "Off with
..;:<]*" said the Queen. But there ar.* s

re brilliant geins in thi.s prodigious revb
which, by the way, has the place of honor a
nu_s to inordinate length. Do we still re.-

letters out of which the book is jii.k

"Lady Midhursfs letter. atone,M thunders
Iff, "ought to be eherished by the ln

connoisseurs who ransack two bemispberes
»sl Lambs." Obvioosly a!l that i.s n.led
iake the eulogy complete is the customary al

sion to Mr. Watts-Dunton, his genius, an.l,
ourse, it is made. CltLng ono of Byron's "i
est things" to show the power of an epistob
touc-b in a narrative, the .-ritic a.l.ls tbat "p
haps a not less striking proof * * * i__. to
found Lo Mr. Watts-Dunton's lyricai <irn\
The Coining of Love.'"
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JOIIX OF GAUNT.

A Good Biography of "Time IIi
ored Lancaster."

JOHN 4)].* GAIINT. KING OF CASTILE A
LEQN. DUKE (>'.* AOUITAINE AND L__
CA8TER, BARLOF DERBT, MNCOLN A
LEIOESTER, SENESCHAL OP BNQLaAl
Hy Sydney Annitage-Smlth. Itlustrated.
pp. xxviii, 490. Chariea Scribri' r's Sons.

"Old John of Gaunt, time honored I.T-noasti
has lill.'d a large space in song an.l story.
neA-er till now- has this descendant of kings r

progenitor of many monareha enjoyed ihe t
tinction of a separate biography. 11" baa h
however, the inestimable adrantage of ft na

uniquely descriitive and therefore not to be f
gotten. A good nickname is a valuable tr:
mark. Ghent. the modern Englisti form of
name of his birthi)laoe, would be commonpl;
in comparison, a inere bald geographical
pression. But Gaunt; how vastly more effeeti
how suggestive of the grim personality of
bearer! By his name alone he stands out i
tinct, individual and memorable. And so, as

was son of Edward III, who ruled England
fifty years; father of Henry IV, who changed

the strlrt detail of hnppenlngs w<* miss t
liroad swe-'p of generalization. the rt** allush
tln- pregnant comparlaop. the illuminati

moral, bul we hav* a consecutive story w

fortlfied by authorities.
The Duke of Lancaster is presented as t

foremo3l of the great f-radatoitoa with the* so

basis >f territorial possessions for his influen
bul little real statesmanship or cap:icity 1

managing men. He araa a represi ntative of t

1 r vailing idea that the ruling caste was H|
ri. r to human laws; he w;i»s naturttlly indiff4
ent to publie opinion at a time when the pub
hardly knew it had an opinion; he favored pi
rogatlT* as against liberty. and in general w

rt ady to tlefend with life and power the re_

ti'tiary view. By a singular combination
eventa he bt eant* the pairon and supporter
John WyclifTe, the reformer; not that he h
any interest in reform; far from it; but he nef

ed a tool in his fight against the eccleslasth
aggieaaiona that threatened those of the roj
bouse. The liishop of Wim heater, the renown

founder "f Wincheater CoUege, perhaps Kr
larid's greatest publie Beboo* to-day. and of Ni
College, (ixfonl, was the particular object of
attack. Says Mr. Armitage-Smith:
William of Wykeham had ris. n from obscurity

su.'h a poatthm :.t th.- court th.it Frofaaarl raca
with astonishment that without tlie advice of t

JOHN OP GAUNT.
(From the window In All Souls' College, Oxfon

ut dynasty, and forhcar of other Edwards, of Ric
ard III, of the first Tudor King, not to speak

tll Isabella, tho friend of Columbus; of Priir
Henry tho Navigator and numberless prin(
and potentates of Spain and Portugal, there

it- abundant material, contemporary and posth
is- mous, from whieh to construct the biography 1

utl which he has waited for these five hundr
he years!
in. Born in 1H40, John of Gaunt was a produet
r." the age of chivalry, and his life was 3JH nt >

rul fore the great awakenlng of the Renaissar
im struck the fetters from the intellectual life
lal Europe. Of vast possessions and ambitioi
lly though h's natural position avos enhanced
)ii. fortunate marriages, even his first biograph
Io- while finding him profoundly interesting. canr
to pronounce him a hero. "The gn.it feudatoi
;>t, with princely wealth and Imposing retinue, a
_s- pears now as the patron of letters, now aa
.al knight errant in search of adventures, now
its a general.usually unfortunate.now as the pi
its leinler aspiring to a throne. Mllitary far
at elude.s him; the laurels of victory with r at 1
ii.? touch; n.yal dignity escapes him; the crown a
ill sceptre are beyond his reach. He stands by t
w, st. ps of two thrones; be cannol mount
ud either." It is an impressive Bunuhary, and t
(stl author h;is spared no paina to sift and w i
e? the great arnount of historical evidence al 1
he disposal in order to construct a living oortr.
sy of his subject. He labors under m> ilhisi-.i
lor He is cold, patietit, analytical. It is hard
to arouse a high degree of enthusiasm for one w
111- was among the most unoopnlar figures of 1
Of own day; but any effort Of the writer to invt
in- his subject with a halo or fictitiotts interest,
ry deck it out with some of the gorgeoua color
*''- a splendid age. could not fail to be attended
1>f> departure from the bigbest standard of ri*
*, impartiality. ln effect, then, we have a chroni.

in whicb the aequence of proved facts com
for more than a vivid picture of the times.

single priest nothing of Importance was done
England. Such preferment the Bishop owed to
own administrative eapacity and to rov.il fav
That the power of the great feudntories "should
equalled by that of an offlcial hierarchv was t
enough: that this power. created by royal fav
should be used to oppose the King's governnruand crit-cfae the King's ministers waa intoleral
t«' argued the Duke of Lancaster. regardingBishop's part in the opposition as a double treaito his sovereign and to his ben. ta. tor. So mb.> xplained, but not excosed, the treatment
i-orded by the duke to the great Minister. whservices to his sovereign. however coaatd-Tal
were surpassed hy those services to the causelearning to whieh his two noble foundations h:
11. ted an hnnerishable monunent,The duke'a venseance waa thorough. He ch.
two weapona to attack his enemy. The Ont wa:

"f matversatlon, difficuH to prove, impo.bie to dlsprove, and certain to carry eonvictwith th.se who arere anxioua to be convinced.ls needlesa t.> examlne the charge* in detiil. l*n
Lord I.atitn. r was innocent of several of

ndictmonl upon whieh he was o<!. Tii'i .1: certainty the accusationa launched agaiit\,i l.iii of Wykeham were merely the expressiOl political hatred.
'i" ¦¦ Bishop waa e___de_a_Md to i,o?e m. t.-rnporities, which w. i.- granted to Prince Richard, ahe himst lf was forbidden to eume within tweimil "i tln- court.
The second mode of attack was more sttbtle

reaching ia effect William
Wykeham did not stand alon.. He was one o_ t

'.' political bishops with whom oa more on
than oiie the court had come inti coafl

In the past, and arith whom there were to be bit
in the future.

.!. hn ol iPiiiiit. who had a habit of .li
Inter. stlng people, bad mel al Bruge_ a year bef(
a .-. rtain priest, John WycUffe, who had fora
decided view* about priests who neglected
of souls for the care .( castlea, devotimg to t
secular aervice ..t" th* state lives consecrated

!:.¦ service of religion.
John WycUffe, born near Richmond, in Torkaa

(until 13J2 a Lancastriaa honor), and c
with a family ore member of whlcli al I
known t;> the duke, had BB-r.de an Imoresaion
the iii.ii who had discernment enough to see mu
merii in Qeoffrey Chaucer and none in Walter
I'.'ttib. rougb. l'here w,-re other rlewa i-es:.
those iu question, which Wycliffe held ;ind ptlished, but iu order t«. aecure co-operatton on t
lines of a particular poMcy it is not neceasarysympathlxe with a man'a whole scbeaae or" ihougTwo months aft.r tlie cloae of tbe "Good" Parl
ment a courier was riding from WestmlnsterOxford, with a summons to Wycliffe ta appear1a.i.i1..i: befor* tbe King's Council, aad for ihe m
six months, by the nian.lat.- and under the ].rotition of the Duke ot Lancaster, th* refornaea w
busied iu expoaing, with all the power of Uia uio

?*« 'irne_tn»~s and nnrtvalled flia-**-tIc. thfr S-taSM m
a»vils of a corrupt <-hurch. Su.-h was th. answ

,n> of The Dah. of I_..ncasta-r B. rlartoal saralot- I
ig administrativa* rf-form. an.l so f-nded on>-

most defplv interesting episode. in the paMta
history of England.¦li

lic

The man whom Lancaster needed and us

he had the grace to defend when 999*9 th,. r

former was brought ta took for hls oDf-n <i
nuneiations of e.-clesiastieal corruption, an.l tl
aufhor almost loses tha- l.ibore.i pois** of tl
balanced historian ;is he __tp__r_fl the exciting ai

well attested scene of the trial. Going furtb
he shows the duke aa the vender of indulgene-*
as the patron and prot°< tor of friars and
ders, heaping wealth an.l favors upon th

only objecting to the extension of their world

power when it took a politieal turn ani thr«a
ened privileges in which he was inter-st.-.l. P.

it ls as the friend and patron of Gha .

ul Lancaster Ls presented in the most fa.
d" light He gave throughout life a eonsistent su;
al port to the pOOt, and amply has it be**n
l1 me could wish that this sid-r of his .hara.t'
d had ree* ived fuller treatment at the hands

¦g- his biograi*hi r.

w a study of the Middie Ages is

ds largeiy eoncerned with dynastlc problem-* ar

disputes, for, as our author aptly
to tions had not yt learned ta fignt for r

Sj or for mark- ts. They fought for th-
rights of their sovereigns. John of Gaunt toc

a U-ading share in those battles. A ,

factor of government during mu< h of tl

minority ol his neph-w. Kiehard II. I
nough the throne in a time of gr

turbance ta araoa b of hi.s

while for a pattod of many \f-ars h.*

avowed pavte-dar to the thrune al _-_¦(
ptirsuit ol this will-of-the-v.
of his life and wasted the prestig.- uf his coui

try. Upon this point. the keyn.te to his tha

__*._.*, according to his bio_rraph*-r, John
Gaunt never realized the hopelessness of h

pnisition. "The fundamental fully uf t:.

tagenet claim to France and of the L__a

claim to Castile was the same.the att-

force an alien <_>-nasty on high spiritvi
keenly s^nsible ad their national.
this long eherished _M>pe had to be
so, too. John of Gaunt saw the beginning uf tl
end of English rule ir. Aquitaine. lt i.s the t-__
nnony of a contemporary that the c':.
of the Gascons was the monopoly ..:'

positions by Er;glishni*-:i--a pinailailj f-
trait of the dominant race, as the Belgia:.
in 1880 and the Nurw.-giai.s
This work bears every evidence of careful ar

painstaking research, and while n

a greal figure the repmach ot"

bi'.E-raphtr will take its ptac. as a valuab
contribution to the history uf a highly fcfl

-ich.
a>-

THE PICTLRE POSTCARD.

Its Amazing Development.*.
From The London Telegraph.
Figures only to be described

dealt wltb tn a return that has jus*
by the 1'ostal Union for the year 11
mind faita ta realise what ta contained ln t:
statement tbat la that period ol ta
£507.000,000 Iettera w<
Britain. Th.e tuinsp-iwliTCt ot ull otmvt
tri.-s is. of course, tabnlated, a
postcards Germany list wltb 1.161

ta
witb 770.500.000 of sucb missi
taking tbe third place wirh HI3.tMM>.l.at>. Tba
however. is a sufficiently
good evidence of the popiilariiy of the
card. whi.h. of coura een a largeiy < o:

tributing faetor to th.e v:ust mass. Japan. it
interesting to nute, has the fourth place in tr
world"s employment of postcards. and use
about 4S7.S00.000 during the mhbm t.
With aggregates so stupendous as these it

obvious that the pieture postairl is an item
no little importance. alike from the point .

view of the national revenue ar.d of eommerv
It was known and employed in Germany ____.
twenty years ago. but it is only twetre yeai
since that any serious effort was made to hrir

le. it into BUrglM here. Some four years of per-sis
he ent endeavor with the postoifke wes
on before it waa sanctlone-, but on N
AA jsjK. restrictions were removed. aad it could I
M s. nt. But the earliest had. ai course.
le. form to the regulation size. which was l
of and tbe pietorial embe_____nent had to leave i
._ the back any apraKB that was rlestr

ing. The r.ext great stride forw-ir
'"a present dimensions. with the i
Si'_ of the fra.it for written communieation. thi
on leaving all the back for artisti,
lt Since then its progress has been u'
*- and is steadily continuing.he

** THE GREEX ROSE.
jri

OBBMM Ellaeombe. in The ¦>

^tj I am bound To say thai th
ty little admiration: the general verdict is

arioua than beautiful." l".ut I Uke
in even admir.- it; and ta botanla
ol vaiuable. because it i.s one ol th,- bes
*¦ hav-* th-it a".". paurta of a plant above tl
ci mo.litieatior.s ,f the same thing^.r ns.' evary part may be called a leaf,

variety of the common China t
- En rland aboul I***;:...

also gtTea a strong supp
many great botanlsta thai

(',!. originally gr. en, and that the
to are analogous to 1

in the gr.ei: rose the So. put er:
kUah tint when th.

'd view, the green rose. as v. now have U
.in

r,v,rs'"rl lO B_B older a
\h be, a continuar.ee of aa nndi veloped ¦
ol -.-

The offieial biography of C-urdb
as to have b.-en written hy I \

t,, tor. the late Father N
ir. without any serious start _ M
a- Wilt'ri.l Ward. wh.> has undertaken to
ta work. is quahti.-d to make a good book
^ subject wilhour rnueh '!.
,(._ Of tact, he :s going to tak
aa exp.-. t.-d that he wiil iiot puLiish for three »

_1, ttur ycari

.1


